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1.0

Introduction:

A simple transcription system to present Tamil text in Roman script,
especially for the users of Tamil / English languages.

Two-way computer automation of transcription: from text in Tamil
script to transcription in Roman script and vice versa.

Linking the system with conventional Tamil-Roman transliteration.
Facilitating storage and retrieval of information.

Enhancement of the use of Tamil language in electronic
communication.



2.0

2.1

2.2

2.3

24

General Instructions to Users:

Typing text in Tamil
For the time being, use Bamini font for typing the text in Tamil.

Those who don't have Bamini font, can download it from the Internet.

Please note that Bamini font may not show certain unused or rarely
used syllables such as m g5l 65T &7 (ngu, gnu, gnoo, ksh) etc.,

The TamilNet Transcription will eventually be developed to adopt
Unicode and other widely used character encodings for input and
retrieval.

When automated to Roman script, the system is designed to capitalize
the first letter after every full stop followed by a space. If not needed,
you can deactivate it.

When there is a necessity to capitalize any letter in any part of the text,
type a full stop immediately before that letter in the Tamil text. Such
full stops not followed by a space will not be shown in the automation.

Automated transcription for the Tamil text:

Any text typed in Tamil can be automated to produce a transcription in
Roman script.

The Transcription is designed primarily for English readers.

Users are requested to consult the tables for familiarizing themselves
with the phonology of the transcription.

Typing Tamil text in Roman script:
Any normal computer keyboard in Roman script can be used.

Users are requested to familiarize themselves with the transcription
tables before typing.

If you wish to present an English word or passage in the Tamil text,
separate that English word or passage by typing @@ (two at signs) on
both sides of the text. Example: Aanaiyi'ravu @@(Elephant Pass)@@
paravaik kadal. When automated to Tamil, the text in between the
signs will be retained in English. The signs will not be shown in the
automation. Example: eyemeuimey (Elephant Pass) uyeneuds L ev.

Automation of the transcription to Tamil script:

The English transcription in Roman script that is typed acccording to
the TamilNet system can always be automated to Tamil script.



2.5

At present the automated Tamil text is shown in Bamini as well as in
Unicode fonts. It will eventually be extended to TSCII (Tamil Standard
Code for Information Interchange).

Both Bamini and Unicode fonts can be downloaded from the Internet.

Most of the Operating Systems such as Windows, MacOS and Linux
support Unicode by default. However, you may need to customise the
settings for Unicode character display and ensure that a Unicode
enabled web-browser is used and a Unicode font with Tamil glyphs is
installed in your system.

Automation to Madras Tamil Lexicon Transliteration

Both the text in Tamil script and the transcription in Roman script, can
be automated to produce the Madras Tamil Lexicon transliteration.

The Transliteration thus produced follows the version of the text in
Tamil script.



3.0 Transcription Tables

3.1 Transcription and automation key: Tamil to Roman

3.1.1 Vowels

o ufli/uyir
Tamil | Roman Pronunciation Tamil Transcription
script | Alphabet | guide word
p p 8
Y a as u in nun. 3{[@ e a'rivu
near to a in apple o1& arisi
Y} aa asain arm EYIC) aadu
@) i asiin ink @emev ilai
as 11in imp ®@ izhu
- ee as ee in see FFIT LD eeram
> u as u in put. 2_Mey u'ravu
Half u is possible at
certain instances of
the end of words 20! aa'ru
o6T 00 as oo in loop 61T [T oor
or e as e in enter. 6TFFLD echcham
as ain among 61'@] LDLI evrumpu
oF ea as ea in early. 67 605t eani
In certain instances, | 7997 ean
elongated sound of e
ora asin end, angel
etc., is possible.
There is no exact
equivalent in English
pronunciation.
e ai as i in fvory 6T aivar
) o as o in on UL &b | oddakam
@ oa as oa in loan QL LD oaddam
e au as ow in cow eTEn6 auvai




3.1.2 Aaytham
UIHLD

Tamil | Roman Pronunciation Tamil Transcription
script | Alphabet | guide word
2 ‘h near to consonant h e-ro%@- e:hku

3.1.3 Consonants

Qoul/mey
3.1.3.1 Hard Consonants
ausV6ell eoTLd / vallinam
Tamil | Roman Pronunciation Tamil word | Transcription
script | Alphabet | guide
g: k as cin cat. H60 kal
Pronunciation may
shift towards g or h L.
in certain instances. L&bBHLD pakkam
This is not
differentiated in P
transcription due to S0 akam
ambiguity and
dialectal differences L
(Ex: akam: aham/agam; SBIHLD thangkam
Thangkam/
Thanggam).
F Ch/ S as ch in chin. S:Iﬂ chari
S| FFLD achcham
Pronunciation may
shift to s in certain
instances which will be :
FeoT arasan
shown in the AT
transcription. 6ULD&FLD vamsam
Shift to s in the
beginning of words and
shift towards j when ch
follows gn are not
transcribed due to
ambiguity and dialectal
differences.
Ex.: cheeppu /seeppu U
and vagnchi / vagnji. H Cheeppu
sughs] vagnchi
L d as d in did LIL_LD padam
or near to tt in putt . .
UL L LD paddam
5 th near to th in thin. g,u.ﬂ T thayil‘
F&HSHLD chaththam
Pronunciation may
shift towards dh (0)




as th in then in certain
instances.

This is not
differentiated in
transcription due to
ambiguity and
dialetcal differences.

Ex.: aanthai [ aandhai;
tharmam [ dharmam;
patham/padham)

S I§TF
ST LDLD

LI &LD

aanthai
tharmam

patham

as p in put.

The pronunciation
shift towards b in
certain instances is
not transcribed due
to ambiguity and
dialectal differences.

Ex: ampalam/ambalam
and payam/bayam.

L1630T LD

S

S| LbLIGVLD

LIwILh

panam

appaa

ampalam

payam

'/t

near to r in rat.

This is a retroflex r,
produced by the tip
of the tongue
touching the deeper
part of the palate in a
raised position.

When doubled and
when occurs as a
single consonant the
pronunciation
becomes similar to ¢,
which will be shown
in the transcription.

LI mem el

&M DLD
@mmma

pa'ravai

kuttam

iyatkai




3.1.3.2 Soft Consonants
Glebedl estid / mellinam

Tamil | Roman Pronunciation Tamil word | Transcription
script | Alphabet | guide
Bl ng as ng in ring Liml & pangku
T n as 7 in spanish muf) naavi'ru
©h & sefior ehrull M gnaay
LIeha pagnchu
655T n Retroflex sound of | | je5sT LD pa'nam
n. Near to ne in one
6U6TTEWTLD | va'n'nam
‘I'_'F) n as n in no. .ﬂ 6ULD nilam
(Tamil -> .
Roman) As a single
‘n consonant, when .
(Roman > | followed by th, itis | LIS panthu
Tamil) pronunced similar
ton in month.
This is not
differentiated in
transcription.
LD m as m in man LD‘é] mathi
1L ammi
65T n pronunciation is LDGYT LD manam
similar to n in sand.
6 6uT 65f] vanni

The subtle
difference in
pronunciation
between & and [,
outlined in the
grammatical texts is
not shown in the
transcription.




3.1.3.3 Medium Consonants

@ewuflerid / idaiyinam

Tamil

Roman
Alphabet

Pronunciation
guide

Tamil word

Transcription

script

y

as y in yard

YY)

Lmul

vayal

paay

r/t

The palatal sound
of r, produced by
the tip of the
toungue stroking
the front part of
the palate.

No exact
equivalent in
English.

In certain
instances, when
preceded by #, it
may be
pronounced as t.

B

LDy LD

6TGOTEW T

neer

maram

entai

as | in love

@eosvid

illam

as v in voice

66T 6T LD

ALY IR E)

va'l'lam

vauvaal

zh

Retroflex sound of
I, produced by the
tip of the tongue
touching the
deeper part of the
palate in a raised
position.

No equivalent in
English or in
Indian languages
other than Tamil
and Malayalam.

LILpLD
QUTLDSH DS

Sl p

pazham
vaazhkkai

Thamizh

Palatal sound

of I, produced by
the tip of the
tongue, gently
touching the
palate.

Near to lin temple

&6 LD

LI6IT6IT LD

ku'lam

pa'llam




3.1.4 Granta characters

B  61(10HBHISHH6

Tamil | Roman Pronunciation Tamil word | Transcription
script | Alphabet | guide
E.;;g J asjin June Qggu_l LD jeyam
oo S as s in sing Y vasthu
(Tamil ->
Roman)
's
(Roman ->
Tamil)
6)_.9 sh as sh in crash |_I6)_9U LD pushpam
'6)__[].') h as h in hat ?)_.ﬂ')l:ﬂ hari
(Tamil ->
Roman)
'h
(Roman ->
Tamil)
5—0)‘9 ksh Corélb;lnation of k GI)EE)QLB] lakshmi
and s
Lni s'ree combination of Ll“ﬁa) Ll]i s'reela s'ree
(Tamil -> palatal 's', r and ee
Roman)
s'ree/sree
(Roman ->

Tamil)

10
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3.2 Transcription and automation key: Roman to Tamil

3.2.1 Vowels:
Roman | Tamil
a oY
aa 3,

i 6
ee o

u o
00 61
¢ ol

ea 6J

ai &9

0 9
oa D)

au Q61T
3.2.2 Aaytham

Roman Tamil | Notes

‘h Used rarely in classical Tamil.

There is a feature called a’lapedai, for elongation of vowel sounds in classical
Tamil. Aadoou (24Be_) has to be read with an elongation of sound for oo. The
elongation is equivalent to #, means the total length of sound is equivalent to
three u's. Note this feature when classical texts are involved in transcription.



3.2.3 Consonants

3.2.3.1 Consonants: hard

Roman Tamil | Notes

k &% Any of the listed Roman characters can be

kh typed to produce & (k) in Tamil.

g In the beginning of words and when occurs as a

gh single consonant, h will be automated to axj (k).

h In other instances, it will become & (k).
However, when typed in Tamil, & (k) will
always be automated to k in Roman.

ch &F ch will always be automated to & (ch).

S s will be automated to b (s) in the beginning of
words and when occurs as a single consonant.
In other instances, it will be automated to & (ch).
When typing in Tamil, & (ch) will be automated
to s in Roman when it occurs between two
vowels and when it follows soft or medium
consonants. In other instances, it will be
automated to ch in Roman.

d L

th 5 Both can be automated to the Tamil character &

dh (th).
However, when typing in Tamil,  (th) will
always be automated to th in Roman.

p L] Any of the Roman characters listed can be

ph typed for the automation to 11 (p).

b While typing in Tamil, i1 (p) will always be

bh automated to p in Roman.

r ,[B With combinations of vowel, 'r will be

t automated to m ('ra) etc.

When occurs as a single consonant and when
doubled, t can be typed to produce .

The vowel consonant i ('ra) etc., following an
B in doubled instances can be produced by

typing tt.

Even an 'r or 'r’r will be automated to § or By
etc., by default.

When typing in Tamil, B ('ra) etc., will be
automated to ' in Roman. But,  ('r) and Bs
etc., will be automated to t and ¢t in Roman.




3.2.3.2 Consonants: soft

ng 151

gn )

'n GU0T

n ﬂ;) When preceds g (th) and in the beginning of

1 words, n will be automated to 1, B etc.
In other instances it will become ei.
In combinations of words such as QaupBi and in
certain instances of sanskrit words and personal
names such as gypBlwi. elyeonphst etc., p may
occur in the middle of words. In such instances,
users are requested to type :n to produce the
Tamil script .
While typing in Tamil, both i and e are
automated to # in Roman. They are not
differentiated in the transcription.

m LD

n 601 Except in the beginning of words and in

combinations followed by th, n will be
automated to eir. The said circumstances don't
occur involving e in Tamil language.
Therefore, e is safely automated from Roman n
to Tamil e (see ).

When typing in Tamil, & and 5 are automated
to n in Roman.

3.2.3.3 Consonants: medium

y ud

r m r will always be automated to .

t There are instances where 1 (r) after et (1), is
pronounced t. In words, such as sjeusiteny,
eleitemny (avantai, entai) etc., t can be typed to
automate .

When typing in Tamil, ii can be automated to r
in Roman.

In instances where vowel consonants of i follow
a1, the automation will be ¢ in Roman.

1 6V

v 6)_| Both can be automated to eu in Tamil.

W However, eau will always be automated to v in
Roman.

zh |CQ

'l 6T

13



3.2.4 Grantha characters

J &3

'S 610 In the beginning of words and when occurs as a

S single consonant s will be automated to e in
Tamil.
In other instances, s will produce & (ch) in
automation.
's can be typed to produce b on any occasion.
When typing in Tamil, e will always be
automated to s in Roman.

sh 6)_.%

h . In the beginning of words and when occurs as a

h IS single consonant, & will be automated to aB in
Tamil.
In other instances h will be automated to & (k).
Typing 'h will produce ai on all occasions.
When typing in Tamil ai; will always be
automated to k.

ksh &_)6)_.%

s'ree ﬁ As a combination of letters, both s'ree as well as

sree sree, can be automated to vf.

However, when typed in Tamil, pf can only be
automated to s'ree.

14



4.0 Madras Tamil Lexicon Transliteration System

4.1 Vowels

Tamil alphabet | Transliteration in Roman
= a

<2b a

9 i

FF 1

2 u

ot u

er e

o e

& ai

¥

@ 0

Lo au

4.2 Aaytham

Tamil alphabet | Transliteration in Roman
0o k

4.3 Consonants

4.3.1 Consonants: hard

Tamil alphabet | Transliteration in Roman

B O & | ¥ &

SO |t O | X




4.3.2 Consonants: soft

Tamil alphabet

Transliteration in Roman

Bl n
€h A
oot n
i3 n
Lb m
oot n

4.3.3 Consonants:

medium

Tamil alphabet

Transliteration in Roman

. y
i r
&0 |

6l Y
Y 1
ot 1

4.4 Grantha characters

16

&3 J

61V S

2 S

ob h

H6Q ks

Iy Sri

5.0 Document History

Date Version Comment

April 28, 2007 Beta 1 Trial

June 01, 2007 1.0 Improved and modified
after feedbacks

June 02, 2007 1.0 Typo in A'risi. Changed to
Arisi in table 3.1.1




