Joint Declaration calling for the end of the famine in Jaffna, in the name of
the Tamil peoples right to life.

The fourth Eelam war now rages on.

On the 20" of July 2006 the Mavil aru anicut in the Trincomalee district was closed, within six days
the war started with aerial bombardment on a massive scale. The real events surrounding the Mavil
aru incident have remained concealed from the majority of the general public and this has ensured
that the ordinary people in the south remain in the dark as to the background to the war breaking
out. Militaristic attitudes and approaches have ensured that a simple issue relating to the supply of
potable water which could have easily been sorted out by application of the correct administrative
procedures and interventions end in this conflagration which has already claimed thousands of
innocent lives.

The number of deaths being reported has been increasing daily, these numbers also include those
young people belonging to the LTTE and the armed forces. In the Northern and Eastern provinces
many innocent civilians lose their lives daily. The massive aerial bombardments have resulted in
large scale destruction and a massive humanitarian catastrophe. 57 girls died in a aerial
bombardment carried out on Vallipunam on the Mullaitivu —Paranthan road on the 14" of August.
A further large number was wounded. No one in the south is aware of the numbers of people
permanently disabled. Even according to the state’s Human Rights Commission the number of
disappearances of civilians in the Jaffna peninsula for the month of August alone exceeds 50. This
is in addition to the abductions and disappearances of Tamil civilians in the South.

With the conclusion of the second round of the Geneva Talks held on the 28" and 29" of October
the military onslaught has been reinforced, 5 civilians were killed in the bombing of Thiruvai aru in
the Kilinochchi area and an elderly woman patient died of shock in the bombing of the Kilinochchi
hospital on the same day, to say nothing of the damage to the hospital.

Moreover the Government’s persistent refusal to open the A9 highway linking the Jaffna peninsula
to the outside has created an enormous humanitarian crisis. The tragic reality of the Jaffna
peninsula continues to be concealed from the general public of the south. Presently 175000 families
live in the Jaffna peninsula, this population of over 600000 people are facing a state of famine cut
off from essential services, medication and food. 42,000 of them are internally displaced refugees,
whose homes and lands have been declared as coming under the High Security Zones of the army.

The monthly requirement of rice to feed 6the population of the Jaffna peninsula is estimated at
4500MT but the total quantity of rice received in the peninsula since the 12" of Aug until the 6™ of
September, that is to say in over two months has been only 3624MT. The quantity of wheat flour
sent has been a mere 900MT to meet a monthly requirement of 2500MT per month. Only 1875MT
of sugar has been received over these two months to meet a monthly requirement of 1500MT.

As aresult, in the Jaffna peninsula, the prices of these staples have sky rocketed compared to
prices prevailing in the south. A kilo of Rice costs Rs.150-180, and a kilo of wheat flour is at
Rs.450. A packet of powdered milk costs over 300/- while there is no infant milk or food available.
A litre of coconut oil is Rs.350, a litre of petrol Rs.400 and a litre of diesel Rs.150, a litre of
kerosene is over Rs.150.LP gas is no longe4r available. Public Transport has broken down due to
the shortage of fuel leaving school children unable to attend school, and daily wage earners in
hunger.

Since the 30™ of October the Jaffna Teaching Hospital has been deprived of electricity. The fuel
shortages have made it impossible to provide an uninterrupted power supply using generators. The
shortage of drugs has brought its deadly results, heart patients and diabetics are unable to obtain
their long term medication from the hospitals or the open market, and the monsoons have brought
with them the threat of epidemics.



Now the Tamil people can either look forward to an instantaneous death in aerial bombardments or
a lingering death from famine and disease. This terrifying fate faced by our brethren in the north is
the result of calculated policy on the part of the State. Collective punishment of an ethnic group
through denial of access to food and medicine is a war crime. The ruling elements hell bent on
constructing airports and high speed access highways to them despite massive peoples opposition
in the south, have no qualms about closing down the A9 and denying 600000 people in Jaffna
access to food and medicine because, none of them have electorates there.

We Sinhalese, collective signatories to this declaration, have shared our lives in a multitude of
social and cultural activities with our Tamil brethren over the last four years. Our conscience does
not permit us to turn away from our brethren facing famine and destruction. Therefore we declare
of opposition to this genocidal policies of the State towards our brethren facing famine and
starvation in Jaffna. We unconditionally stand for the right of the Tamil people to a free and
democratic way of life. We condemn unreservedly any attempt direct or indirect to violate this right
of theirs and to repress them through war and starvation. We insist that the State and its authorities
take immediate steps to resolve the urgent humanitarian crisis in Jaffna, to halt all acts of war and
to take necessary steps to protect the democratic rights of the Tamil people.

Stop all acts of war against the Tamil People.
Uphold the right of the Tamil people to return to their homes and lands.

Allow the starving people of Jaffna access to food and medicine NOW.
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