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Memorandwn by the Secrstary of State for the Colonies.

JursE (L w2

1, ‘Phe phrass in Foilnt IIZ1 of tha Atlantic Charter that we
"pegpsct ths right of all peopiss o chooss ths Form of government

wnder which they will live®™ ig @ifficult fﬂen the (foplonial point of
vieWe It wag, of course. used, as is cbvigus from the context,wish

ths nations cof Europe in mind. But in the Colonies we cannot admit a
right of unfettered choice tn thosz whe; in the words of the League
of Nations COovensnt, are “nol yet able tc stand by themsslves under ths
strenuous conditicns of the modern worl:d',

= The dewvelopment of lecal ins? :tutiapa to the fullest
practicable extent has been and is our policy. But I am cartain that
it would be prematurs to commit curselwvey to the belisf that this will
eventually lead tc fully responsibls gevernment for every unit within
the Bmpilre. There are abt lgasiu L7ty governmental units in the
Colonial Bmpire and, althuuzh ths number might be reduced by federstion,
many would still remain too smali; while others are stirategically too
important, for them sver tc Hecuma complsiely masters of thelir destiny.
There are others where st pressnt u Jﬂa", “1*nrity is siort capabls of
exarelsing political power snd wasrs, for as Tar ghssat 88 Wa can BE6e;
the Intereets of the grsat majority of the pecple can enly be ensured
by the maintensncae of our responeibiliiy. ¥ven in Cevlon whers
regponaible governmsnd is in Tach dermuwnded by ths Sirheleso majorihy,
no solution has yet besa found %5 secure the interests of Tamil znd
other minorities.,

Ba I an sure, thsrefors, tout we should be carsfcl rov o cummit
oursslves to Ffully rscponsibhle guvepnnent a3 the gnal for the whols
Colonial Eopire. ELYS s%1ﬂ -govarnment oficr: mepns Thes same thinpg to ths
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poputlar mind, I should nrefsl nog
and I hope that the flPHL agnbenc:
statesment may he ocmitued, i
should avoid any implicat cL

Empire would necessarily be i P
4. Tha pusslion ariscs ?H”"h““ oy thing shonuld b addsd to ths
statement in regard bu b The point at ilssus has
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India in reply to a questiocn, LE on bhe other Aand the Golonies ars

mﬁn*ionea;if would be more appropriatue ther iz shouid be mads by the
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B It 1d be poassilbla fo add dometiing on ths Following insgi-
5 It would b2 pussible 1oma i ¥ vllowing linss
Wihe Colonial BEapirs p:mﬂ and. tarrpitaries of
many diffearcent typas varigty of fToetlitulions,

which have LVnIvei I Adngrdi the particuiar hisgtocry and
clrocumstances ol eaech eagc, tion must conevinue on
lines uhat acourd with :ﬂiﬂl._ jiiunﬁ off Prooedom and
Justica; it
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