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Her demands have been echoed by Tamils all over the world, who rallied behind 
Mrs Selvakumar in an unprecedented wave of support. Social media platforms were 
filled with Tamils, both from the younger and older generation, sharing her 
message and supporting her demands. Across the Tamil homeland, and around the 
world, including in Tamil Nadu, Canada, France, many solidarity rallies and hunger 
strikes took place. Relatives who have been searching their enforced disappeared 
loved ones for over a decade paid tribute to Mrs Selvakumar’s brave sacrifice, as she 
forcefully articulated the pain and suffering of the Tamil Nation as it continues its forcefully articulated the pain and suffering of the Tamil Nation as it continues its 
struggle for justice and self-determination. 

Mrs Selvakumar’s show of resistance did not fall on deaf ears. As she held her 
protest, politicians from across the globe sent messages of support and solidarity. 
Both of Britain’s leading opposition parties acknowledged that the proposed UN 
Human Rights Council Resolution “fails to rise to the challenge” of accountability 
in Sri Lanka and needed to be “comprehensively” rewritten. On 10 March 2021, 
Lord Ahamed of Wimbledon formally responded to Mrs Christy Nilani, the media 
coordinator of the ICPPG, in writing and made the following admission: 
“In regard to establishing an International Independent Investigative Mechanism, “In regard to establishing an International Independent Investigative Mechanism, 
we agree on the importance of preserving information and evidence gathered so 
far. Our draft resolution therefore requests OHCHR to consolidate, analyse and 
preserve this information so it can be used in future accountability processes. This 
will build on the work of previous resolutions, including the 2014 resolution which 
mandated a comprehensive OHCHR Investigation on Sri Lanka (OISL)”.

As a result, substantial changes were made to the resolution text, which were As a result, substantial changes were made to the resolution text, which were 
introduced by the UK through constructive and unified efforts by an energised 
diaspora. Although the resolution has again failed to recommend a referendum or 
the referral to the ICC , it admitted the failure of domestic mechanisms (Op para 5) 
and proposed a creation of an independent mechanism to collect, analyse and 
preserve evidence for the purpose of advancing accountability and assisting the 
judicial process (Op para 6). Despite the deficiencies in the mechanism, it must be 
accepted that it is indeed a unique independent mechanism which is the second accepted that it is indeed a unique independent mechanism which is the second 
demand of Mrs Selvakumar. In addition, the resolution has also proposed enhanced 
monitoring system (Op para 16) which serves the purpose of a permanent special 
rapporteur which is the third demand of Mrs Selvakumar. Given more than one of 
her demands had been granted within the final draft of the resolution, her 
campaign has succeeded in achieving its goal and set a new positive example to 
Tamil community. Success of this also gives hope to non-violence means of 
struggle to achieve their goals.struggle to achieve their goals.

In addition, she has also succeeded in galvanising a new generation of Eelam 
Tamils worldwide to take up and continue the struggle for liberation.  She has 
inspired many non-Tamil youths making them believe in civil liberty and human 
rights.

ல ெபய   ச க ச ேமளன

உ ைம  மான ேபாரா ட  ேப ய க

Movement for Truth and Justice



Diaspora Civil Society Forum

- #hunger4truth_justice -

Let’s raise our voices for our rights - Let’s gather together as one

Her courageous protest and her unwavering commitment to the struggle will 
always be remembered.

We take this opportunity to thank her for her courage in leading the Tamil We take this opportunity to thank her for her courage in leading the Tamil 
community in a positive path and to express gratitude to the UK government for 
honouring at least some of the demands of the Tamil victims of genocide. We also 
thank the organisations and people who fully endorsed this campaign, provided 
their relentless support, and contributed to turning it into a historical victory. This 
is a victory for the Tamils across the world and we request your continued support 
to take forward our struggle for our rights in a united and non-violent manner 
until we achieve our free homeland. until we achieve our free homeland. 

Thank you. 

Support Team 
Hunger Strike for Truth & Justice
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